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COAL   SCOOPS   AND   COAL   HODS

Bright copper coal scoops have been considered an adornment for
the parlor, as well as a necessary accompany ing adjunct for the fire-
side, as long probably as any article which has been wrought out from
this sheet metal. There has been called out in their production as
much art and painstaking care, perhaps more, as in any other thing
upon which the brazier has been called to exercise his skill. They
have also unconsciously furnished a stepping stone or preparatory
course for the perceptive and studious beginner at the trade. In the
manufacture of the various kinds of coal scoops which have been in
use up to the present time, scope is given for the execution of some
of the prettiest work of which the workman, under ordinary every day
necessities, is called on to perform, and, furthermore, they must give
much satisfaction to the zealous worker for the labor bestowed.
These goods may be made by a skillful workman in any shape to suit
the taste and please the fancy of the most fastidious. They furnish
sometimes for boys, or young men who are approaching the end of an
apprenticeship, an opportunity of becoming proficient in the use of
a hammer. There is, however, little profit in coal scoops; that is, in
those ordinarily in use, for they were among the goods which were
paid the least for, considering the labor necessary to produce them in
such a maner as the purchaser desired. On this account men sought
the assistance of a good careful boy when the opportunity offered,
and in this labor a pathway was opened for the boy which was closed
in other instances where better wages were given for the work.

Coal scoops were made in a number of fashions, among which,
besides the common hod, Fig. 219, were the round mouthed scoop, in
Fig. 220; the square mouthed or flat bottom, Fig. 221; the Tudor, Fig.
222 ; the Florence, Fig. 223; the Nautilus, Fig. 224; the Royal, Fig.
225 ; the Boat, Fig. 226 ; and the Helmet, Fig. 227. In Fig. 228 is
shown a round bottomed scoopet and in Fig. 229 a flat bottomed scoopet.
Some of these names are variable, according to the factories in which
they are made, while others have had the same name from the time
they fwere first designed. The hod has always been a hod, and the
common round month shape, as in Fig. 219, has never received any
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